
How To Start 
Short Term Rentals 

Contact Us 
We are happy to assist you regarding 
your inquiries pertaining to your 
Business Tax Receipt.  Please feel free 
to reach out to one of the following staff 
members between the hours of 7:30 
a.m.- 4 p.m., Monday- Friday.

17005 Panama City Beach Parkway
Panama City Beach FL 32413 

 Phone: 850-233-5100 

 ext. 6860,6861,6862 

Email: businesstax@pcbfl.gov 

  Website: www.pcbfl.gov 

What is a Short-Term 
Rental (STR)? 

A short-term rental is a property used for 
nightly, weekly or monthly rentals which last 
fewer than three months. Short-term rental 
properties are legally required to register 
with the State, the County, and the City. 
Please register with the required entities 
before listing the property on any booking 
platform such as Airbnb, VRBO, Expedia, 
etc.



 

 

General Business 
Requirements  
Register your Business Name with the State of 
Florida  

 Sunbiz oversees Corporations, Limited 
Liability Companies, Limited Partnerships, 
DBA’s and Trademarks. If you are doing 
business under any name other than your 
legal given name, you must register with 
Sunbiz. 

 If you have an out of state business name 
and want to conduct business with that 
name, you must register it with Sunbiz as a 
foreign entity. 

 Website to register: 
https://dos.fl.gov/sunbiz/start-business/ 

 

Register with The Florida Department of 
Revenue 

 The Florida Department of Revenue oversees 
the collection of more than 30 taxes including 
sales and use tax, corporate income tax and 
more. 

 If you are solely using a hosting platform 
Airbnb, VRBO, etc. verify with the Department 
of Revenue on the sales tax filing, you may be 
exempt.   

 Website to register 
https://floridarevenue.com/taxes/eservices/Pag
es/registration.aspx 

  

Short-Term Rental 
Requirements 
City of Panama City Beach 

 The Business Tax Division issues the 
Business Tax Receipts on all Short-Term 
Rentals.  

 The city imposes a one percent (1%) 
business tax on gross rental income that 
is to be remitted monthly to the city 
pursuant to the City’s Code of 
Ordinances, Chapter 14 License and 
License Tax. 

 Website to register: 
https://www.pcbfl.gov/departments/buildin
g-planning-department/business-license 

 

Bay County Tourist Development Tax 
 Collects a 5% Tourist Development Tax 

(also known as a "Bed Tax") on all stays 
 Website to register: 

https://baytouristtax.com/  
 

Dept. of Business & Professional 
Regulation (DBPR) 

 Issues an annual State License for your 
Vacation Rental.  

 Website to register: 
https://www2.myfloridalicense.com/ 

 

City of Panama City Beach Vacation 
Rental Certificate (VRC) 

 Per PCB Ordinance 1632, all vacation 
rentals must have a valid Vacation Rental 
Certificate. It is unlawful to rent or allow 
occupancy without one. 

 Website to register: 
https://www.pcbfl.gov/departments/fire-
department/fire-inspections/short-term-
rentals 

  

Allowed STR Zoning 
Districts  

 Commercial - High Intensity (CH) 
 Commercial - Medium Intensity (CM) 
 Commercial - Low Intensity (CL) 
 Limited Multi-family (R-2) 
 Unlimited Multi-family (R-3) 
 Townhouse (RTH) 

To check if your property is within these 
zones, refer to the Panama City Beach Zoning 
Map. 

Website: www.pcbfl.gov 

Building & Planning Department 
→ Planning → Land Development 
Code and Zoning Information → 

Interactive Multilayer City 
Zoning Map 

 

Additional STR 
Information 

If you are using VRBO, HomeAway, Airbnb or 
such like companies YOU are responsible for 

reporting and submitting your one percent (1%) 
BTR to the City of Panama City Beach.  

Total breakdown of the three taxing entities  
 
The total tax to charge to the guest is 13%. This tax is 
to be charged on the total gross amount it costs the 
guest to rent the room less security deposit.  
 

 Florida Department of Revenue- 7%  
 Bay County Tourist Tax- 5%  
 City Of Panama City Beach- 1% 

   


